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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am so proud of all our learners and staff for making it this far 

in what has been a really different and challenging term. It is 

evident just how resilient our school community is and I 

wanted to thank each and every one of you for supporting 

your children with this.  

I am delighted that we have successfully recruited lots of new 

parents on to our parent partnership this session. I look 

forward to working closely with you all. Please know that all 

parents are always welcome to join Parent Partnership 

meetings and I hope to see lots of you join in. 

Normally, the month of December is full of festive cheer and 

excitement around carol concerts, nativities, visiting local care 

homes and other places around the community. We don’t 

want COVID to stop this at our school. Each class is busy 

preparing a special Christmas ‘Share the Learning’ video, 

which will allow them (and you) to get in to the Christmas 

spirit and to spread the festive cheer. As well as this, we are 

building in ‘Festive Fridays’ to the month of December, which 

we hope will build up the anticipation for Christmas. While we 

can’t make our usual trip to the King’s Theatre for the 

pantomime, we have organized a virtual pantomime for our 

learners instead, which we are confident they will enjoy. 

Please see the ‘Christmas Updates’ box on Page 5 for more 

information about Christmas.  

 

   Kind regards, 

   Anna Chidgey 
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Parent Partnership AGM 

A huge thank you to everybody who 

attended our Parent Partnership AGM on 

Tuesday 17/11. 

Our parent partnership for 2020/2021 is 

as follows: 

Joint Chair: Lesley Swan 

Joint Chair: Louise Milligan 

Treasurer: Jill Ryan (until new treasurer is 

appointed) 

Secretary: Margaret Anderson 

Nursery Rep: Claire McGavin 

P1 Rep: Jude Holmes 

P2 Rep: Ros Davidson 

P3 Rep: Antonella Pia 

P4 Rep: Leigh Wood 

P5 Rep: Gill Wilson 

P6 Rep: Lynsey Ainsworth 

P7 Rep: Judie Stewart 

If you wish to discuss something at our 

next parent partnership meeting, please 

contact your class rep in the first instance 

however all parents are welcome to join 

our Parent     Partnership meetings 

Next meeting: TBC 

 

http://sacredheart.mgfl.net


Class News 

Nursery 
Space 

This month we have been learning about Space and the solar system. It started when one of our learners 
spotted the moon on their way to nursery and we started to wonder “why do we see the moon during the 
day?” From exploring this we have then challenged our learning further to explore the vastness of the solar 
system and what there is in our solar system. The children are confident in sharing what they know about 
space and I am sure they would love to share some of their learning with you so do ask some questions such 
as which is the biggest planet? What are Saturn’s rings made of? 
Which planet is closest to the sun? What is it called when the 
moon moves around planet earth? What is 

the sun? I have certainly been challenging my own learning 
about this too. 

We have also been doing some art and craft activities to fur-
ther our learning about space and made some puffy paint to 
create some moon and planet masterpieces. Puffy paint is 
made from PVA glue & shaving foam with a little drop of 
paint so if you would like to give this a go at home you will 
also just need some paper and a paintbrush and then you are 
set to make your puffy paint masterpieces. We have been collecting newspapers and 
are planning to make some paper maché planets over the next week- we will be sure 
to let you see these. 

Risky Play 
Our learners have been challenging their own boundaries through balance. They 
have been using our woodland trees on the school fields and also some balance 
beams that we have used both indoors and outdoors. The children have been assessing 
their own risk throughout these activities and are showing good awareness as to when 
they have reached their own boundary. We plan to challenge this further by taking a 

trip to our local woods and using the space to explore a large 
environment with a range of balancing opportunities. This will 
also give us the opportunity to put our road safety awareness 
skills to good practice. 

Transport 
Now just wow - some of the creations that our learners have 
been making with the blocks are incredi-
ble! The problem solving and team work 

that has gone into these buildings has been super. Our learners 
have been particularly keen to use the blocks to make roads, 
and their surroundings. This has also incorporated discussions 
about road safety as we have chatted about when we know it’s 
safe to cross and how we know this. The children then made 
traffic lights with the stickle bricks and used these to let their 
peers know when it was safe for their cars to “go” and when 
they had to “stop.” Our learners have also been putting our chairs into a line to make 
their own sacred heart bus- all aboard! The imagination and role play is developing throughout this as they have been using 
nursery resources to make the steering wheel and having discussion on the bus about where we are going. 

 
 
 

 

Thank you to everybody who     
donated to our Children in 

Need ‘Wear your Spots’ 
Day. 

We raised £231.20! 

Poppy Appeal 
Many thanks to those of 
you who donated to our 
Poppy Appeal collection. 

We raised £76.40 
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Primary 1 

Primary One have been very busy as always and have been working hard. 
In our learning in Literacy, we are becoming more independent with our writing and are focusing on writing short 
sentences. 
In our RWI programme, we are continuing to practise sounding out and spelling short words and 
then including these words in our writing. We play lots of rhyming and phonics games as well as 
listening to rhyming stories in order to reinforce our learning in Literacy. A continuing focus is on 

forming out letters correctly. 

We enjoyed listening to and looking at the illustrations of the book, The Owl Who 
Was Afraid of the Dark. We chose our favourite part of the story and drew a picture 
and wrote a sentence and then created out own firework pictures using straws and 
paint. 
Celebrating Book Week Scotland included lots of fun activities. We voted for our favourite book again 

but this time we used pictures of the books and created a pictogram that we have displayed in 
our classroom. 
Mrs Cran came to our classroom to read us one of her favourite stories 
and present us with our Book bags. We were so excited! 

Inspired by the book we chose as our favourite one, we have been mak-
ing bird feeders using pipe cleaners and Cheerios then have hung them 
on the trees. We are going to make more bird feeders but this time with 

the sticks that have collected outside. 

We will post you photos when we make them! 

Primary 2 
In literacy we have been continuing our learning following the Read Write Inc phonics pro-
gramme. We are continuing to revise our set 1 and 2 sounds and some children have begun 
learning Set 3 sounds.  We have continued to develop our writing, building sentences and 
we are beginning to use joining words in our sentences. We have used our IDL topic of the 
Victorians to sort and organise information and create a factfile and leaflet so far.   

 
In numeracy we have continued to work on our addition and subtraction skills 
are using them to work out missing number calculations.  We have been looking a skip 
counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and also our double facts to 20.  In maths we have been 
working on pattern, beginning with colours, then shapes and colour and we have 
moved onto number patterns and we will continue to work on this as it is tricky!  We 
are applying what we know about addition and subtraction to money this term and 
working out prices and giving change.  

 
In health and wellbeing we have been learning about keeping ourselves safe and we used the NSPCC 
resource PANTS to learn about private parts and talking to trusted persons.  We continue to learn 
and explore our emotions, and are going to be looking at zones of regulations to better understand 
and identify or body’s response to situations.  We continue to work on our fitness in PE using online programmes as 
our outdoor PE sessions have been limited by the Scottish weather.  
 
In our IDL we have begun our topic of the Victori- ans by learning facts about Queen Victoria and 
used this in our literacy learning too.  We will be moving onto learning about the industrial revolu-
tion and the differences between life then and now.  
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Primary 3  
Christmas is upon us already! We don’t have long now until the Christmas holidays. We are 
beginning to prepare our Christmas sharing the learning video. We can’t wait to show you 
what we have been learning this term. 

This term in Literacy we are continuing with the Read Write Phonics programme. We are very 
close to finishing the program and will soon be moving on to the Language and Literacy pro-
gramme. As mentioned in the last newsletter we have loved reading Harry Potter as our class 
novel. We are 10 chapters in already and hope we can finish it before the Christmas break. 

In numeracy, we have been learning how to use the Jump Strategy to help us add and sub-
tract 2 and 3 digit numbers. We have also been playing some numeracy games to help 
us quicker at adding and subtracting numbers mentally. One of our favourite games is the 
Ghostblaster game we play on the Smart Board. In the run up to Christmas we are going to 
be learning how solve numeracy problems using the traditional 
column addition method. 

We have also been learning about the Victorians. We loved 
learning facts about Queen Victoria and her family. We recent-

ly designed amazing posters to showcase the facts that we have learned about her. 
Next we are going to learn about Victorian schools and how to compare to school 
today. The way we celebrate Christmas today was heavily influenced by the Victori-
ans so we will be learning all about that too.  

Primary 4 

P4 have had another busy month with lots of learning. In numeracy we 
focused on addition and subtraction, learning how to use the split strate-
gy and then moving on to formal column methods. We have also been 
looking at number families and balancing sums. In maths we had lots of 
fun creating 3D shapes from peas and cocktail sticks. We are now mov-
ing on to multiplication and division before Christmas. 

In literacy we really enjoyed our novel study of ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted 
Hughes, which inspired lots of writing, including descriptions of our iron 
man drawings, a newspaper article about his arrival and in-
structions for a trap to catch the Iron Man, which were very 
imaginative! We also learnt all about play scripts and had a go 
at writing our own as well as performing. There are definitely a 
few budding actors in P4! Our next literacy topic will be on in-
structional writing, when we’ll learn about adverbs and impera-
tive verbs. 
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Primary 5 
In p5 we have fully immersed ourselves in the novel ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted 
Hughes. We studied the author’s use of personification and similes and we 
have used them in our own writing to help engage the reader. In literacy, 
we also created a news interview between the characters in the novel, a 
news article describing the arrival of The Iron Man and we created a trap 
for the Iron Man accompanied by written instructions outlining how to rec-
reate the trap.  
In Maths, we have been learning all about different 2D shapes and their 
properties. We created 3D models from peas and toothpicks, we learned all 

about different types of angles, triangles and we can now identify different irregular and regular 
2D shapes. We moved on to learning about how to solve tricky word problems; we used our 
Kung Fu moves to help us remember what operation to use when faced with certain words.  
The Iron Man models that p5 created at home were very impressive. We took the models outside 
and captured photographs from different angles to make the models look bigger beside the small 
toy cars.   
 

Primary 6 
P6 have had a fun time this month when we started our novel study of Har-
ry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. We have learned about character de-
scriptions and created our own character to meet Harry Potter in a story. 
We have also been working on reading comprehension, answering different 
kinds of questions about passages from the book. The class has also been to 
Ollivander's to get their wands as well as being sorted into their Hogwarts 
houses. They have been working hard to earn points to help their houses 
win the House Cup. In numeracy we have just finished our money topic and 

are now learning all about fractions, using our division and multiplication knowledge to help 
us work out fractions of amounts, equivalent fractions and simplifying fractions. For PE we 
have continued with our fitness and athletics work and we will be looking to take part in 
the Active Schools virtual pentathlon over the coming weeks. December promises to be a 
busy month with the lead up to the holidays. We will continue learning about fractions as 
well as looking at decimals and percentages, we will also be learning about poetry and per-
suasive writing in literacy. On top of all that we will be consolidating all the work that we 
have covered so far to make sure it remains fresh in our minds.  

Christmas Updates 
 No Christmas cards to come from home—all learners will make 

one joint card for all their peers, which will be displayed in their 
classrooms 

 Festive Fridays—Every Friday in December (optional)—4/12, 
11/12, 18/12—Christmas Jumpers encouraged! 

 Reverse Advent—Raising food for our local foodbank—children 
can place items in boxes at entrances to school 

 Whole School Virtual Pantomime—Thursday 10/12—2.00-3.00  
 As much as teachers appreciate your generosity at Christmas 

time, we ask that if you have planned on buying a gift for a 
member of staff, please donate some food items to our Reverse 

Advent collection instead.  
 Christmas Parties will be happening in individual class-

rooms on Tuesday 22nd December 
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Covid-19 Update 

We politely ask that only one parent/carer 
comes to school to drop off/pick up their 

child in the mornings and afternoons. Thank 
you for your continued support.  



Primary 7 
Primary 7 have had an exciting month with our House Captain and JRSO elections taking place. All of the chil-
dren did extremely well in taking part in the run up to these events and you did yourselves, the school and me 
proud. It certainly was a close vote! Well done to those who have been selected to take on an important role in 
our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month, we have been reading the novel ‘River Boy’ by Tim Bowler. We have used this as our basis for Litera-
cy this month linking it to spelling, grammar, reading comprehension and writing. In particular, 
the children have written a diary entry from the view point of the main character (Jess) and 
used explicit and implicit descriptions to write a character description of her. More recently, we 
have been looking at stories which include flashbacks and have had a go at writing our own. 
Both the novel study and flashback stories included a theme of loss so we also explored this 
through health and wellbeing thinking about our thoughts, feelings and coping mechanisms 
when we lose people or things that mean a lot to us. The children have also been learning 
about pointillism art and have created a setting from the novel study using this technique. In 
maths, we have been learning about patterns, sequences, multiples and factors and are now 
moving on to fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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JRSOs 2020/2021 
Olivia McGeachie 
Ryan McDonald 

House Captains 2020/2021 
Mother Teresa – Anna Ryan 
St.Andrew – Abbi Clark 
St.Maximilian – Rory Swan 
St. Francis – Ruairidh Wood 

Vice Captains 2020/2021 
Mother Teresa – Logan Ramsay 
St.Andrew – Jack Whyte 
St.Maximilian – Marcia Plowman 
St.Francis – T-Jay Barclay 

House Captains and Vice Captains 2020/2021 

JRSOs 2020/2021 



2020 
 
Dec-01 Reverse Advent— please send donated items to school/nursery with your child 
Dec-04 Festive Friday—wear your Christmas jumper (optional) 
Dec-10 Whole School Virtual Pantomime—Rapunzel  
Dec-11  Festive Friday—Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day— donations welcome 
Dec-14  Share the Learning videos to parent/carers 
Dec-18 Festive Friday—wear your Christmas jumper (optional) 
Dec-22 Christmas Parties in individual classrooms 
Dec-22  End of Term – school closes 3.10pm – return Wednesday 6 January 2021 
 
 
2021 
Jan-06-07 Exceptional School Closure Days – school closed to all pupils 
Jan-08 School pupils return for new term 
Jan-11 Nursery pupils return for new term  
Jan-14 Parent Consultations (3.30-8.30pm) - new date to be advised 
Jan-29 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Feb-05 School closes for February break 
 
Feb-08-12 February Break – school closed 
 
Feb-15 In-Service Day—school closed to pupils 
Feb-16 Pupils return to school 
Feb-16 Shrove Tuesday 
Feb-17 Ash Wednesday 
Feb-26 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
 
 
Sacred Heart Church Mass (online) - check parish website for details 
 

 
Parent/Carers are invited to come along to our Virtual Coffee & Chat 

sessions which will be held on the last Friday of each month from 9.45-

10.30am.   

Our next coffee & chat session will be on 29th January 2021 

Dates for your Diary           November 2020 
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Dates for your Diary           November 2020 

Dates for your Diary cont’d 
 
2021 
Mar-04 World Book Day 
Mar-18 P3 Sacrament of Reconciliation (2019/20 & 2020/21 sessions), Sacred Heart Church 7.00pm 

Mar-25 Parents Consultations (3.30-8.30pm) 
Mar-26 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Mar-29 Share the Learning videos to parents/carers 
Apr-01 End of Term—school closes (return to school Tuesday 20 April) 
 
Apr-02-19 Easter Holiday – school closed to pupils 
 
Apr-20 New term commences—all return to school  
Apr-22 P7 Sacrament of Confirmation, St Matthew’s Church, Rosewell 7.00pm 
Apr-30 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
May-03 May Day Holiday - school closed 
May-24 In-Service Day - school closed to pupils 
May-28  Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
May-30 P4 (2020/2021 session) Sacrament of First Holy Communion, Sacred Heart Church 
Jun-11 Feast of Sacred Heart 
Jun-14 Share the Learning videos to parents/carers—tbc 
Jun-25 End of Term—school closes 12.25pm (pupils return Wednesday 18 August) 
 
 
We will update the calendar with more dates in the New Year following guidance e.g. Sports Day, Leavers 
etc 

 

 

All dates and times are subject to change. 
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