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Pupil Absence 

If your child is absent, please contact the 
school office each day to inform us. We 
have set up a messaging service for this 

for your convenience.  
All you need to do is phone the school 
press 1 and leave us a message! This 
saves us lots of time and is HUGELY 

appreciated! 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are well into the new term and settling in to our new ways 

of working. I have been amazed and impressed at how well 

the children have returned to school and adapted to the new 

classroom layouts, ways of working and routines. We are 

really missing having parents and carers into school and we 

know that you will be finding it hard too. We are looking at 

creative ways to ensure that you feel part of our school 

community throughout the year. Making our school as safe as 

possible is our key priority at this time. Thank you to all those 

families who are following the guidance that has been issued 

from school and our local authority. As part of this, we have 

restrictions in place to reduce the number of adults at pick up 

and drop off. Please help us to keep everyone safe by ensuring 

that, when you drop off or pick up that you wear a face mask 

and keep more than 2 metres physically distanced from 

children and adults who are not from your own household.  

We would like to wish Ms Wilson all the very best for her 

upcoming maternity leave. We can’t wait to meet the newest 

member of your clan! We welcome Mrs Hogg to our team 

who will cover Ms Wilson’s maternity leave. 

 Our refurbishment is well underway and it is starting to come 

together. I have included some sneak peak preview photos 

within this newsletter. We will be sending a letter out next 

week with regards to timescales. 

Please can I remind all parents and carers that, unless it is 

urgent, you email the school in the first instance. This ensures 

that no messages are missed and that your query can be 

directed to the right person. Please do not hesitate to get in 

touch with any questions, queries or ideas! 

   Kind regards, 

   Anna Chidgey 
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Parent Partnership AGM 

We can now confirm that the Parent Partner-

ship AGM will take place on Tuesday 17th No-

vember at 7pm. This will be a virtual meeting, 

through Microsoft Teams. This will give par-

ents an opportunity to put themselves for-

ward for a specific role on the Parent Partner-

ship for this session.  

Please drop the school office an email to let us 

know if you can attend. 

 

http://sacredheart.mgfl.net


Class News 

Nursery 
Autumn 
Now that we have moved into a new season we have been discussing Autumn and how the environment 
around us changes. The children are able to identify that the weather starts to get colder and the leaves on 
the trees begin to change different colours. The children have been using a range of Autumnal resources in 
nursery such as leaves, acorns, conkers and pine cones for different areas of play such as the art and craft 
area and home corner. Some children have even been observing seasonal changes with their families when 
they have been going on walks. We are in the process of making 
a talking/thinking tub and we will 

use this to further explore Autumn and challenge our 
learning on this. 

Our first outdoor walk 

We went on our first outdoor walk 
around Penicuik Public Park to have 
a look at the trees and how they all 
look different in colour. This first-hand experience allowed the 
children to see what the trees and leaves looked and felt like, we 
also loved jumping in all the puddles! The children showed us 
their independent skills by getting ready to go our walk by put-
ting our own coats and wellies on. 

This was also a great opportunity to remember our outdoor safety. Before going for 
our walk we all worked as a team to risk assess our walk. The children were confi-
dent in assessing any risks that we could come across and how we could manage 
these risks. The children then demonstrated how to use this knowledge to identify how  
to keep ourselves safe while crossing the road and keeping to one side of the footpath 
to keep distance when members of the public were walking. Linking back to Autumn 
we also collected some pine cones on our walk which the children used for their 
craft area. 

Sensory Play 

We have been using our senses to explore ‘Gloop’ in nursery. 
The children have been choosing what colour and scent they 
would like the Gloop to be on a daily basis. This interesting 
mixture has sparked lots of conversation whether Gloop is a 
solid or a liquid as it has the consistency of both. The children 
have used their touch, sight and smell senses to explore this 
and we look to explore other sensory materials over the   
coming weeks. 

 

Want to try gloop at home?? 

Mix water and cornflour together on a washable tray (scents and food colouring are optional), the consistency should be that 
the gloop is solid on the tray however it can be picked up by hand and then becomes runny from the hand back to the tray. 
Enjoy! 
 

 

Thank you to everybody who     
donated to our Virtual Macmillan 

Coffee Morning. 
We raised £166.66! 

School Lunches P1-3 
We are delighted that our P1-3     
learners will begin to receive hot   

lunches at school from Monday 2nd 
November.  

Learners in P4-7 will continue with 
packed lunches until further notice. 

Thank you for your continued patience 
and support with this.  

If your child is in P1-3 and does not 
require a school packed lunch (you will 

send your own from home), please 
notify the school office via email as 

soon as possible to avoid food waste. 
Similarly, if you previously opted out 

of Packed Lunches but would now like 
to opt back in, please notify the school 

office! 
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Primary 1 

P1 have now learned all of their initial sounds and are now practising blending these sounds together in order to 
read and write short words. We are learning to make and write short sentences which include tricky words that we 
have been learning. P1 enjoy weekly story writing in class when we draw our pictures using our special black pens. 
We enjoy listening to daily stories in class and these help us focus on our listening and comprehension skills. 
P1 are very excited about receiving their Bookbug Bags soon as we have read the stories in class and voted on our 
favourite one. We look forward to taking part in a few activities in class linked with these stories during Book Week 

Scotland -November 16th – 20th. 
During Scottish Maths Week, P1 enjoyed listening to ‘What’s the Time Mr Wolf? And other 
Time related stories while learning to read o’clock times. We practised sequencing our day 
in school as well as reinforcing our ordering of the days of the week and what we already 
knew about the different seasons. P1 had great fun finding out what months our birthdays 
fell on. We look forward to making a bar chart about when our birthdays are and following 

on from our voting of our favourite book, P1 will be learning more about Information Han-
dling in maths. 
P1 have been continuing to use and develop their different travelling motions during their 
weekly PE sessions. We enjoyed sharing our learning with our grown -ups about what makes 
a good friend on our class video and will continue to practise what we have been learning 
when playing inside and outside of the classroom, and when learning together. We have been 
learning French in class and we say ‘bonjour’ every morning when we arrive in class. I wonder 
what exciting French learning Mrs Sargison (our virtual French teacher at the moment) has planned for us this boys 
and girls. All of what we learn in French we practise using on a daily basis in class. 

Primary 2 

We had a busy first term in Primary 2 and are looking forward to this next 
term. 
In literacy we have been continuing our learning following the Read Write 
Inc phonics programme. Moving into next term we will continue to revise Set 
1 and 2 sounds and when ready, will begin to learn Set 3 sounds. In our 
writing we have continued to focus on the basics of grammar, ensuring we 

are using capitals and full stops in our writing. We will be learning how to create a 
leaflet and letter this term too. 
In numeracy we have worked hard on our backwards counting and indentifying 
the numbers before and after. We revisited strategies to help us add two numbers 
together and really enjoyed learning about time during Maths Week and using our 
own clocks to help us learn. We will continue to work on our number knowledge and in maths will 
continue to revise money and move onto looking at patterns and relationship. 
In health and wellbeing we have been and will continue to explore our emotions, what they look, 
feel and sound like. We enjoyed the story of ‘The Colour Monster’ as an introduction to this topic 
and we will continue to use this story as we progress through this term. 
In our IDL we will be looking at the Victorians and will be using pictures, video clips, objects and 
photographs from the Victorian era to help us discover how our lives today differ from 
the Victorians. We will also be looking at a school day in Victorian times and 

how this may be different to our own school day. 

 

 

 

 
 

3 



Primary 3  
I hope everybody had a fantastic October break! I can’t believe that the Christmas 
term is already upon us. We have all been busy planning what the Christmas term 
will look like. It is our aim to do as much of the traditional Christmas activities, 
albeit adapted for these Covid times.  

This term in Literacy we are continuing with the Read 
Write Phonics program. We are going to continue to 
learn about basic sentence structure, ensuring that we 
are able to use simple and compound sentences in our 
writing. We are also going to introduce the concept of 
noun phrases and expanded noun phrases. These will 
help us add more descriptive detail to our writing. This 
term the class overwhelmingly voted to listen to Harry 

Potter as the class novel. Last term we read, ‘The Twits,’ ‘Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory,’ ‘The 13th Story Tree house’ and ‘The Worst Witch.’ 
In Numeracy, we are going to learn how to add 1, 10, 100 and 1,000 to any  num-
ber. This will lead on to us learning various mental strategies for addition and  subtraction. We will play lots of games to help 
us get quicker at adding and subtracting numbers in our heads. We will learn the Jump Strategy and the Split Strategy before 
moving on to the traditional column addition method. We are also going to be covering money this term. 
In Health and Wellbeing we are going to be learning about resilience. We are going to learn what resilience is, learn how to 
adapt to challenging situations and learn how to deal with ups and downs. 
We are also going to begin our IDL topic based on the Victorians. 

Primary 4 
We started October during Scottish Maths Week, when P4 joined P5, P6 and P7 in learning all about probability! We became 
more confident in describing the probability of something happening using words like impossible, unlikely, even 

chance and certain. We did lots of   probability experiments using dice and coins, working 
with our talking partners to record the probability of us landing on a certain number or get-
ting heads or tails, then discussing if the probability would change if we repeated our experi-
ment. We then started our addition and subtraction topic, starting with a refresh of number 
bonds to make 20 and 100 then using the jump strategy to add and subtract. We are now 
going to be focusing on the split strategy for addition and subtraction before moving on to 
formal column addition and subtraction methods. 

Our literacy focus was on creating a setting, using adjectives to describe the mood and sen-
tences that showed passage of time to create suspense. We planned and wrote a description 
of a fun, sunny day at the beach, then using our editing skills we changed some of the adjec-
tives to make the mood a bit scary. Suddenly the playful waves became looming and there 
was a dark shadow lurking in the water! Using our skills in describing a setting we created a 
holiday guide. Each table was given a different destination and they had to create an infor-
mation sheet that would convince someone to go on holiday there. In grammar we have been 
focusing a lot on verbs and adverbs to add more detail to actions. We enjoy playing our ad-

verb game in the hall where we have to run silently or hop wildly! We used adverbs of time, such as firstly/secondly, to write 
instructions for making a cup of tea, so all the P4s should be well prepared to make tea for everyone at home! Our next litera-
cy topic will be a novel study of The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. 

For the Macmillan Coffee Morning we drew a friendship cake, writing all the ingredients for a good friendship around the out-
side. We had to draw our cake with lots of detail so that the parents in the teams video call could try and guess what the fla-
vour was! It was lovely to see those who could make it and I hope you enjoyed our cakes and jokes! We all decorated cup-
cakes which were very yummy. 
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Outdoor Clothing 

As the winter weather approaches, we urge 
you to ensure your child comes to school with 

appropriate clothing—we understand the 
grass area is not exactly ideal for playtimes 

but we feel it is more important that the 
children get some fresh air and a runaround. 
We are currently sourcing some class sets of 
outdoor clothing to ensure all children can 
wrap up and stay warm and dry. More up-
dates on this to follow! Thank you for your 

continued patience and support.   

 

 



Primary 5 
In Primary 5 we have had a busy end to the first term. In literacy, we have been learning to correctly punctuate direct 
speech and have been creating descriptive settings. The pupils wrote a paragraph about a fair and used the five senses 
to add more information about the setting. They described what they could see, hear, smell, taste and touch. We are 
going to be reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes after the October break and using this as inspiration for our learning. 

We celebrated Maths Week Scotland by learning all about probability. We had stations set up in 
the hall to experiment using words such as ‘impossible, unlikely, likely and 
definitely’ to help us predict the probability of an event occurring. We also 
played a board game where each player has different rules. We needed to 
work out who was more likely to win. The Chromebooks have also arrived 
and this has caused great excitement within the classroom. We are hoping 
to use them regularly in class. 

In Health and Wellbeing, we have been looking at the charity ‘Changing Faces’. We have been 
learning that we all have similarities and differences and we have been identifying traits and features that make us 
unique. 
 
Primary 6 
Primary 6 have been working hard in class since our last update. In numeracy we have been    
learning to use the formal written method to answer addition and subtraction questions. During 

Maths Week Scotland we had a focus on probability and the class enjoyed 
working on different probability activities. We will now be moving on to mul-
tiplication and division and using what we have learned to answer money 
problems. In literacy we were reading the myth or Prometheus and Pandora 
before rewriting the ending from Pandora's perspective. We are now going to 
look at writing instructions before moving on to our novel study, which will 
be Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. In PE we continued with a focus 
on improving our performance in athletics as well as the importance of nutri-
tion for athletes. We will be looking at jumping and throwing in athletics as well as looking at the 
body and what parts we use most when exercising. Finally, we have been privileged to receive a 
full class set of Chromebooks and the children have had a great time learning how to use them 
(and now they want to use them ALL the time)! 
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 Uniforms 
Please note that we are       

continuing with our relaxed approach 
to uniform until further notice.  
We very much appreciate you  

making such a super effort to keep 
our learners looking smart, while al-
so    ensuring they come to school in 

clean clothes each day.  

Covid-19 Updates 

 Please continue to physically distance 
at pick up and drop off 

 Limit of one parent/carer per pick up 
Please wear a face covering 

 If you are self-isolating, please ensure 
to inform the school office 

 Staff are wearing masks in communal 
areas 

 



Primary 7 
Primary 7 have had another busy month with lots of learning taking place. They 
have particularly enjoyed using their Google Chrome books as part of their learning. 
We have used these to enhance research skills, share learning on SeeSaw and to 
type scripts and extended pieces of writing. In literacy, the children have been learn-
ing about different fiction genres and enjoyed writing their own horror, adventure or 
fantasy story. The children then progressed on to looking at key features of infor-
mation texts and used this to create their own. In the forthcoming weeks, they will 
be continuing a novel study based on the book ‘River Boy’ which we will also link 

to other areas of the curriculum such as ICT and Art. Primary 7 have been working 
hard on the 4 operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) in maths 
and are now ready to move on to fractions, decimals and percentages – well done eve-
ryone. They also enjoyed Maths week where we were learning about probability and 
exploring the likeliness of different events through the use of books and games. 
Through health and wellbeing, the children will continue to focus on themselves as 
learners and their feelings. This will continue to be linked with writing poems and displaying ideas through 
various pieces of art work. Primary 7 enjoyed the virtual MacMillan coffee morning where they shared 

their ‘Friendship Cake Recipe’ poems and decorated their very own cupcake.  
 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

We know many of you have been curious about  how the refurbishment works are going! As prom-
ised, here is a sneak preview of some of the amazing work! 

 

The old ‘GP’ room (Mr Smith’s classroom 
last session) - soon to be our Expressive 
Arts room with a mirrored wall! 

The false ceiling in the dining hall has 
been taken down to take advantage of the 
natural light coming in from the windows. 

The old upper school corridor—now the 
corridor that will house P2, P3 and P4 and 
will lead ot the extension 

Mrs Howat is cur-
rently sitting just 
past these doors! 

Remember the old computer suite? This is 
now (or will be) our new and improved 
Support for Learning Base! 
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A small section of our new Nursery Room 
within our Early Years Setting! Hooray for 
new windows! 

The P1 classroom within the Early Years 
Setting—checkout the door which will lead 
out to what will be a landscaped outdoor 
learning area. 

The corridor of the Early Years Setting—on 
the left (through the door with the 7 on it, 
is the P1 classroom. Just behind the pho-
tographer is the door to the dining hall. 

Another section of our new Nursery Room 
within our Early Years Setting! Walls and 
pillars will be used to divide up learning 
zones. 

Roof space above the school office (we 
think!) 

The reception area—looking forward to a 
new front door! 



2020 
 
Oct-19-23 OCTOBER HOLIDAY – School closed 
 
Oct-26 In-Service Day – school closed to pupils 
Oct-27 Pupils return to school  
Oct-30 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) - rescheduled to 6 November 
Nov-06 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am)  
Nov-09 St David’s HS Virtual OpenEvening (P6 and P7) - registration required, please see email  
Nov-13 Children in Need 
Nov-16-20 UK Road Safety Week 2020  
Nov-16-20 Book Week Scotland 
Nov-17 Parent Partnership AGM (virtual via Microsoft Teams 7pm) - please email school  
Nov-27 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Nov-28 P4 (last session) Sacrament of First Holy Communion (rescheduled ceremony),  
   Sacred Heart Church, 4.00pm - by invitation only 
Dec-11  Christmas Jumper Day 
Dec-14  Share the Learning videos to parent/carers 
Dec-22  End of Term – school closes 3.10pm – return Wednesday 6 January 2021 
 
Sacred Heart Church Mass (online) - check parish website for details 
 
 
We are in the process of planning Christmas Festivities and will update the calendar ASAP 

 
Parent/Carers are invited to come along to our Virtual Coffee & Chat 

sessions which will be held on the last Friday of each month from 9.45-

10.30am.   

Our first coffee & chat session will be  now take place on 6th November 

2020 

Dates for your Diary           October 2020 
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Dates for your Diary           October 2020 

Dates for your Diary cont’d 
 
2021 
Jan-06 New term commences  - all return to school 
Jan-14 Parent Consultations (3.30-8.30pm) 
Jan-29 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Feb-05 School closes for February break 
 
Feb-08-12 February Break – school closed 
 
Feb-15 In-Service Day—school closed to pupils 
Feb-16 Pupils return to school 
Feb-16 Shrove Tuesday 
Feb-17 Ash Wednesday 
Feb-26 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Mar-04 World Book Day 
Mar-18 P3 Sacrament of Reconciliation (2019/20 & 2020/21 sessions), Sacred Heart Church 7.00pm 

Mar-25 Parents Consultations (3.30-8.30pm) 
Mar-26 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
Mar-29 Share the Learning videos to parents/carers 
Apr-01 End of Term—school closes (return to school Tuesday 20 April) 
 
Apr-02-19 Easter Holiday – school closed to pupils 
 
Apr-20 New term commences—all return to school  
Apr-22 P7 Sacrament of Confirmation, St Matthew’s Church, Rosewell 7.00pm 
Apr-30 Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
May-03 May Day Holiday - school closed 
May-24 In-Service Day - school closed to pupils 
May-28  Virtual Coffee & Chat (9.45-10.30am) 
May-30 P4 (2020/2021 session) Sacrament of First Holy Communion, Sacred Heart Church 
Jun-11 Feast of Sacred Heart 
Jun-14 Share the Learning videos to parents/carers—tbc 
Jun-25 End of Term—school closes 12.25pm (pupils return Wednesday 18 August) 
 
 
We will update the calendar with more dates in the New Year following guidance e.g. Sports Day, Leavers 
etc 

 

 

All dates and times are subject to change. 

 

 

 

 
 

8 


